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March 3, 2011 

Announcing the Draft 2011 ESRP Investment Plan 
 
The Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program (ESRP) is pleased to release its Draft 2011 Investment Plan 
for the 2011‐2013 biennium.  The Investment Plan was approved by resolution of the Puget Sound 
Partnership’s Leadership Council on February 17th 2011.  The investment plan will be finalized once a 
state budget for the next biennium is passed. 
 
The twenty‐two projects contained in the Draft Investment Plan have all been recommended for funding 
based on a rigorous and transparent competitive process. Collectively, these projects represent the best 
available opportunities for investing in nearshore ecosystem restoration in Puget Sound. Protecting and 
restoring coastal processes in Puget Sound is vital to ensure that both existing fish and wildlife habitats 
and the benefits of complementary restoration efforts (including salmon recovery) are sustained over 
time in the face of increasing development and a changing climate. 

Created in 2006 the Estuary and Salmon Restoration has been funding exemplary projects that are 
aligned with the strategic needs identified by the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project 
and that implement the nearshore components of the Action Agenda. The nearshore restoration 
projects funded by ESRP not only contribute to Puget Sound recovery but also provide jobs and  a range 
of community and ecosystem benefits including flood storage, drainage and infrastructure 
improvements, public access, recreation and resiliency to climate change.  ESRP has also been successful 
in stimulating federal investments through program partnerships.  The State’s continued investment in 
project development is critical for maintaining federal interest in the Puget Sound region. 

Accompanying this letter is an ESRP Fact Sheet which provides an overview of the ESRP program as well 
as a ranked list of projects recommended for funding in the draft 2011 Investment Plan. 

For more information please contact: 
Betsy Lyons, Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program Manager | (360) 902‐2572 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.pugetsoundnearshore.org/esrp.htm
http://www.psp.wa.gov/
http://www.psp.wa.gov/
http://www.pugetsoundnearshore.org/index.htm


The Estuary and Salmon Restoration Program (ESRP) provides funding and technical 

assistance to restore Puget Sound shorelines. Created in 2006, the Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife and its partners designed ESRP to provide a 

coordinated strategic and cost effective approach to nearshore ecosystem restoration. 

Creating self-sustaining coastal ecosystems
ESRP develops projects that restore physical processes 
(for example, the movement of tides and sediment) that 
create and maintain coastal habitats in Puget Sound, as 
recommended by current scientific literature. Restoration 
of coastal processes is vital to ensure that both existing 
habitats and the benefits of complementary restoration 
efforts (like salmon recovery) are sustained over time in the 
face of increasing development pressures and a changing 
climate.

Producing results through collaboration
ESRP is also a model of collaboration, since the Program 
is jointly operated by the Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, the Recreation and Conservation Office, and 
NOAA Restoration Center staff. It reflects how agencies 
can combine resources and share expertise to more efficiently deliver high quality service with reduced 
administrative costs.

Supports the economy by creating jobs in local communities

ESRP funding  for restoration is broadly distributed throughout Puget Sound and supports jobs 

in multiple sectors from design and engineering to on-the-ground construction.

Stimulates federal investment in Puget Sound recovery

ESRP has been recognized by partners including PSP, Army Corps, NOAA, and USFWS, as a model 

for implementation of restoration projects of all sizes.  Our support for project development, 

aggressive development of regional strategies, and transparent competitive selection 

mechanisms is the catalyst for attracting new federal investments in Puget Sound.

Restores Puget Sound by implementing the Action Agenda

ESRP’s robust and transparent technical evaluation process is informed by guidance and 

strategies from the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project and implements the 

Puget Sound Action Agenda and salmon recovery plans.

Top Reasons to Invest in ESRP

1

2

3

For more information, contact: Betsy Lyons - ESRP Manager | t: (360) 902-2572 | e: betsy.lyons@dfw.wa.gov

Estuary & Salmon Restoration Program Fact Sheet

Skokomish River delta restoration work photo by Paul 
Cereghino, NOAA Restoration Center.
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