
Puget Sound Ecosystem Recovery

Puget Sound Partnership:
The Puget Sound Partnership (PSP) was charged with developing an Action 
Agenda to achieve a healthy Puget Sound ecosystem.  PSP identified the 
Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project (PSNERP) as the 
“nearshore component” of the Action Agenda.  It also recognized the Estuary 
and Salmon Restoration Program (ESRP) as a model for implementation of 
restoration projects of all sizes using various funding sources.

PSNERP was initiated in 2001 to study and identify the 
problems and solutions for nearshore ecosystem 
degradation in Puget Sound.  The final report 
produced by PSNERP could result in significant federal 
funding for a number of projects to restore the Puget 
Sound nearshore; particularly  Army Corps funding  
under the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA).

ESRP was created in 
2006 to implement 
restoration projects in 
the nearshore 
environment using 
PSNERP guidance and 
emerging strategies.
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PSNERP Tasks and Products
Develop methodology based on scientific 
understanding of ecosystem restoration 

Update existing project information and 
collect information on new projects

Updated Nearshore Database for 
use by PSNERP and ESRP

Technical guidance and Valued 
Ecosystem Components reportsDONE

Analyze nearshore conditions based on 
soundwide credible data

Nearshore GIS data (available) and 
Technical Analysis Report

(ALMOST)

DONE

Identify major nearshore problems and 
articulate objectives

Comprehensive Nearshore 
Degradation Assessment

(ALMOST)

DONE

Define PSNERP Strategic Needs by using  a 
systematic framework of strategies 

Strategies Report IN 
PROGRESS

April 1 –
May 1

Part 1 of Project Sponsor Outreach:
Work with project sponsors to gather 
information for the purpose of PSNERP 
data accuracy and completeness.



PSNERP Tasks and Products
Align project information with PSNERP 

Strategic Needs

List of projects that PSNERP can 
take through 10% design process 

Take list of nearshore projects through 
10% design work

PSNERP 1st list of Strategic Projects for 
Nearshore Protection & Restoration

Create PSNERP plan, including selection of 
projects and submit to Congress

Contingent on congressional approval, 
receive Corps funding for restoration

Part 2 of Project Sponsor Outreach:
(1) alignment of projects with PSNERP 
Strategic Needs and Corps project 
requirements (2) work with project 
sponsors to determine interest and ability 
to create partnership with Corps.

PSNERP Final 
Feasibility Report

Large scale projects 
receive Corps funding

List of projects that ESRP and other 
funding programs can consider in 
future spending competitions

May 1 –
July 1
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